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are required to be persons of European descent, qualified
electors, resident in the Union for five years before election,
and subject to the usual disqualifications for crime, insol-
vency, and unsound mind. After each quinquennial census
the representation in the assembly from each province is
adjusted by a Delimitation Commission of three judges from
the Supreme Court of South Africa. While the provincial
quotas (the parliamentary seats per province) are based on the
number of the European adult population, the constituencies
within each province are based on the number of registered
voters, a provision which at least prior to 1940 enhanced the
political power of the platteland versus the towns, because
the plattelanders were more permanently settled and gen-
eral! 3^ more anxious to register.18 The political position of the
farmer is further strengthened by the Delimitation Com-
missions, which give a special weight to the rural voter by
an involved method of arriving at the quota for each con-
stituency. Thus, after the delimitation of electoral areas in
1937, it was estimated that a single rural voter counted for
more than two urban voters,19 This emphasis upon repre-
sentation for the platteland was long denounced by the town
dweller as a violation of democratic principles, and com-
pulsory registration was advocated In order to increase the
number of registered voters in the towns. But Afrikander
nationalists were stubbornly opposed to change because the
bulk of their support was derived from the country, and they
were disposed to accept the simplified view that the difference
between the platteland and the towns on the electoral issue
was merely that between nationalism and imperialism.
Nevertheless in 1940 an Electoral Laws Amendment Act
partially remedied the patent defects of the system with com-
pulsory registration and a reduced residential requirement.
In South Africa the franchise has always been a more
contentious issue than in the other Dominions. Indeed it
has aroused fierce political passion for it constitutes the
citadel of white supremacy, guarding the existing complex
racial arrangements. In the Boer republics the native was
^Report of the Select Committee on the Operation of ike Electoral Law (1939).
^Debates of the House of Assembly, April 3, 1940, col. 4256.